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In the New York Times of Awgust 11, 1946, Dr. Alezander
Meildejohn proposed that UNESCO establish an tafernational in-
stitute for adulis. Such plan without question could contribute
to international wnderstanding.,

As I vead Dr. Meillejoln’s forceful article, [ became aware,
however, that eccrtain resowrces for promoting international
understanding were omitted—those resources represented by
the ehild generation. Hitler taught us so well that in children
and youth tes plastic hwmen material which eon be tinolded
into desired forms. While cducating adults, should we not nt
the same time edueate those ages at which emotions, attitudes,
aned goals are taling root?

1 should be possible to devise some plan by whieh ehildren and
youth around the world could learn to live in eross-natiomnel
sitnations with understanding, The program should afford di-
reet, not second-hand, experienccs. The mere learning of more
and more facts about many countries would not su e,

The following is @ proposal for siuch a plan. It is not impor-
tant that it be aecepted in all details, Conerete suggestions have
been mude for elarity, and may be looked upoi as tentative,

The need jor educating for international understanding is so
great that we must not become discouraged by the magnitude,
complexity, or newness of the task. Diffienltics should be seen
s problems to be solved. The immediney of the need should
stivaulate ug o go forward.

I am grateful to' those colleagues in the soeial sciences who
have been willing to diseuss varions tapeais of this prograom and
who thus have contributed to its Formulation.

Doris Twitchell-Allen, Ph.D.
Consulting Psychologist at the
Children's Hoapital, Children's
Convalescent Home, and Longview
State Hospital, Cincinnati, Ohio

Aperil, 1947
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EDUCATION FOR INTERNATIONAL
UNDERSTANDING: A PROPOSAL
FOR EDUCATING THE CHILD GENERATION

SUMMARY

This is a proposal for 4 continuous program in eross-national
living, Children, their parents, and their teachers will learn by
doing—nby living in eross-national relationships,

For many, these relationships would be experienced in their own
communities, e, g., through correspondence, the exchange of art
and craft objects of their own making, and through the ex-
change of merchandise or materials, according to the needs of
the respective countries. Tn addition, these cross-national rela-
tionships would be experienced through the mass media of radio,
movie, and press,

For & limited, but Ineresasing, number of individuals, these

sross-national relationships would be experienced by atiendance
2t & Child-Youth Center. Children and youth, parents, and
teachers would assemble it the Center for a three-month period.
The program is presented in five divisions, The success of each
depends upon its contimions interaction with the other divisions,
and its intezretion with the whole, The five divisions are:

LA Child-Youth International Center for children and
vouth of different countries, Through constructing, oper-
ating, and governing this Center, child and youth delegates
could demonstrate the possibilities for understanding in
cross-national situations,

2. An Extension Program, radiating from the Child-Youth
Center, to educite millions of children and youth around

L world for international understanding. Use of the

mass media of radio, movie, and press would be impaortant

in this program. Faculty from the Child-Youth Center
could serve three months of the year in lheir own coun-
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tries a=z regional supervisors of the Extenszion Prorram
in local schools.

3. A Teachers' International Institute located at the Child-
Youth Center where teachers from different countries
might learn the possibilities for international understand-
ing—sainee teachers sipnificantly influence the child genern-
iion.

1. A Parents’ International Institute [ocated at the Child-
Youth Center where parents from different countries could
likewise learn the possibilities for eross-national under-
atanding—ainee parents deeply influence the child genera-
tign.

5. A Research Instilute at the Child-Youth International
Canter for the study of group and individual behavior in
erosz-national situations,

A program in the field of human motives is not so0 easy to plan
ag an acidemie program for factual learning, In recent yoars,
hinwever, we have learned new technigues Tor studying individuoal
and group dynamics, We are ready, with the collaboration of
different specialists, to undertake a program for internationgl
understanding.

This program is not for war orphans or any other special] group,
awlthough any such group might participate in it, It s for all
children and youth, It is not to correct or to ameliorate the sui-
fering caused by the last war; it s a plan to help obviate the
need for another war, Tt is not temporary; it is a long-time
plan, It i= not & proposal for a private enterprise of one indi-
vidual or one group. This is a proposal made to governments
as a feasible international undertaking. Specifically, it is ad-
dressed to UNESCO for consideration at its General Conference.

OUTLINE OF THE PROPOSAL
Purpose

The purpoze is to educate children and youth for international
understanding. This is to be accomplished by promoting a sense
of belonging to one world, & sense of common gozls, of common,
rights and responsibilities, & respect for differences, and an
acceptance of sell as & basis for accepting all men.
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B. Organization

To this end, the following five-divisional program has been formu-
Labedl: g Child-Youlll Tolernational Center, an Exlension Pro-
prm, a0 Tenchers’ International Institute, a Parents' Interna-
Lional Tnstitute, and an Internalional Research Institute, Tach
division should maintain eontinuous interaction with the athers
and be integrated into the whole,

These divisions would be staffed by a Faculty which would be
international and represent various fields of the social and bio-
logical sciences: psyvchology, anthropology, soeiology, peda-
gogies, philology, psychiatry, pediatries, and pediatric nursing.
The Faculty would be divided into five parts, corresponding to
the five program divisions, Except for a small administrative
stafl in each division, Faculty members could belong to more
thar one division. Thiz would contribute to the integration of
the total plan.

A year might be divided inlo the foliowing schedule; The fivst
month could be devoted to study at the Center by the total
Faculty in preparation for the year's work. During the next
three months, three programs could run eoncomitantly at the
Center: the Child-Youth Program, the Teachers’ Institute, and
the Parents' Institute. At the termination of this semester,
after the departure of the child-youth, parent, and teacher dele-
gates from the Center, the Research Faculty could conduct a
nalf-month study period for the total faculty. At this time re-
stilts of the first semester could be weighed and plans made for
the next period.

This agsesament period could be followed by & three-month term
at the Center for a new group of child-youth, parent, and
teacher delegates. This, like the first semester, should be fol-
lowed by a half-month stody perfod in which results could be
weighed by the total Faculty. Again such study should be un-
der the leadership of the Research siaff.

At the close of this Tacully study, all but certain administra-
tive staff members could return to their own countries and serve
as supervisors in a three-month term of the Extension Program.
This could be followed by a month's vacation.

Ey a schedule such as this, two three-month sessions for child-
youth, parent, and feacher delegates could be condueted each



vear. Sueh sehedule would permit one three-month period of
Extension Pregram each year. The use of the same Faculty
forr the programs at the Center and in the field would reduee
the size of stall needed to ceonduet the total plan,

I. Child-Youth International Center

Newed: Many monns could be used to achieve realization of the
purpese staled above, but none seems to tale the place of fuce-
Lo-Tace, evervday, el contacls of children and youth with
their contermporicies of many counteies. For adequate inter-
notional understanding direct contacts should be made possible,
not with just one other culture as in exchange of students but
with a variety of other cultures, Furthermore, such contacts
need to be so gulided that desirable interpersonal relations re-
sult, Service men and women in some cases returned from eross-
national contacts less sympathetie than before. No one was at
hand to guide them to understand differences,

Ager These experiences should reach children and youth of
early ages. That is the time when attitudes and deep emotional
patterns take root.

Delegates could be as young as the respective cultures would
care to send and might reach upward to the age of 20 vears
Even seven-vear-olds could gain concepts of one world, commaon
gonls, rights, responsibilities, respeet, and aceceptance. At first,
however, 10 or 12 might represent minimum, and 16 or 183
meximum ages.  Countries mizght send delegates of yvounger
ages if their parents aceompanied them and attended the Par-
ents' Institute. From the point of view of plasticity of attitudes,

| the program should reach as many children at the lower ages as

possible.
Sex: Both sexes should be represented.

Number of Delegates: The Child-Youth International Center
should start with a small number of delerates and with not too
frreat diversity of eultures in any one semester. Ten to 20 dele-
gates from any one country, and 5 different countries might
represent the maximum numbers at the start, As the facuity
became aecquainted with the dynamiecs of cross-national situa-
tions, number of delegates and number of countries represented
at one time could be changed in accordance with findings.
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selection of Delepntes: The melhod undoubtedly would differ CHILD-YOUTH
from country to country. Since not all children and youth would CENTER
desire to participate in such international activity, some form

of application blank might be used. Progressive selection could

be made from these by educators and other specialists at the

local, provineial, and national levels, Delegates’ expenses should

be borne by school or other group to insure that selection not

be made on the basis of ability to pay,

Length of Stay: It is difficult to predict the optimal period. The
precedents of the eighf-week summer camp period in the United
States and the six-week International Boy Scout Jamboree in-
dieate that adjustments can be made in a short term. A three-
month semester is sugpested. This would obviate emotional
strain that might result from a longer period away from home,
It also would permit 2 faster turnover of delegates than would
be possible with a longer term.

Site: The Program might be conceived in terms of one Child-
Youth International Center or a group of Centers, perhaps one
in each of five gesgraphical regions. The program micrht even-
tually expand to inelude one Child-Yaouth International Center
m every country, A start might wisely be made hy opening one
Center. However, the possibility of expanding to a program of
multiple Centers should be kept in mind. Location in small
villages would seem desirable, providing health conditions he
adequate. The purpose is not to offer experience in adapting to
large eities, Realization of the goals requires simplicity and
£paciousness of environment combined with adequate health con-
ditions. Sweden, Switzerland, Denmark, Belgium, Southern
France, Luxembourg, Australia, Brazil, Arpgentine, Florida,
Texas, and the outskirts of Lima and Manila have been sup-
tested with health Tactors in mind.

Language: Language adjustments could not be prodicted. The
ehild and youlh delesatos might digeoyer ways not thought of
by ardults Tor breaking down bugpunge barriers, Tor immoediate
daily activilies, & comnwm language would not he needed o
ddequate communication, according to veporls of o director of
Boy Scout International Jamborees, Wor sharing the sublleties
of ideas and emotions verbal communication would be necded,
Language specialists on the Faculty could be available to respond

7
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CHILD-YOUTH to vegquests Tor aid from the children and youth. Furthermore,

OENTER

these specialiste, working closely with the Research Faculty
could assume responsibility for observing, recerding, and inter-
preting factors eritical in communication in cross-national situa-
tions. Thus they could participate with the youth and children
in working out solutions 1o langruare problems,

Facully: The Faculty would be international. The Faculty of
the Child-Youth Center coulid be one of five divisional Faculties
corresponding to the five divisions of the total program. Some
members of this division could serve also 6n the Facully of one
or more other divisions. This would facilitate integration of the
total plan. Faculty members, except an administrative core,
could serve two three-month terms at the Center and one three-
month term in the Extension Program in their own countries,
with half-month orgranization periods between terms. One month
could be taken as vacation away from the Center., One month
could be used at the Center for preparation of Faculty at the
berinning of each year. -

£

Progrum: The objectives probably could best be realized by firse
meeting the daily needs at the Center, needs for shelter, food,
heaith, recreation, and povernment. Delegates could participate
in constrocting the Center. Althouph basic sheltor would have
to be wvalluble in advanee, some opportunities for construction
micht be loft for the delegutes. Even building shelves, tables,
and henches, and sandpapering, and painting can be vital expe-
riences under the guidance of creative teachers. Delegates could
aid in the planning and preparation of foods for this international
rroun—auagain under the supervision of ereative teachers. Health
and recreation ecould similavly become fields of basic experiences.
The care of the Center, indoors and out of doors, could be shared
by Faeculty and delegates. The governing of the Center could
also be shared. Delegates could experience the right of individ-
uals to discuss, and vote on, requisite action., They could expe-
rience the necd for sharing responsibility in carrying out such
action. In fact, individuals of different nationalities working
side by side over a period of months constructing, operating, and
poverning the Center eould gain an sawareness of one Center,
common goals, common rights and responsibilities, and accept-
ance of new persons and groups.
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Althouph at fivst eduention might e divected toward under- CHILD-YOUTH

atanding eross-national living at the Center, it gradually could CENTER

bocome dirgeted toward understandine eross-national living in
Lhe world, with common poals, rights, and responsibilities,
Teachers, chozen because of their supervior ability, could lead the
child and youth delegates into parallel concepts at the world
ievel., Consideration of shelter, food, health, and recreation at
the Center could lead to a study of these human areas of activity
in diffevent parts of the world, These needs could be understiood
as common to all men., The meeting of these needs by different
people could be onderstood ns man's adaptation to different
physical and human surroundings.

These four human needs for food, shelter, health, and recreation
admittedly do net constitute the gamut of man’s requirements.
They, however, involve ideas and sentiments less controversial
than zome other needs, e, velipion, family organization, and
government. Although these sugrested arens of consideration
would inevitably lead to questions involving other aspects of
living, they appear to offer & more neutral starting peint than
aome others and have the advantage of pertaining to the imme-
diate and daily needs of the delegaies at the Center. Government
would also be an immediate and daily need, but its consideration
ut the world level might have to come later. Experience week by
week would have to point the way for answering this and many
other questions of propram and orpanization.

Creative activities In the flelds of painting, drawing; scuipture,
ceramies, dancing, erafts, and photorraphy could all be useful
media by which to appreach the goals, Activities in science
could be Important. Aecquaintance with the flora and fauna at
the Center could aserve as a basis for comparative studies upon
return to the delegates’ own countrics. The same could be zaid
for geolopical and astronomical studies, Under the right leader-
ship, appreciation of the oneness of Man and Nature eould
open the mind to the oneness of man and man. Not all these
media would be usad in any one term. Achievement in the di-
rection of the goals of the total program might even stand in
inverse relation to the number of media used in any term. It
would be important for Faculty to be aware of the variety of 3
possibilities. Tt would be equally important for them to recog- |:

nize that one, two, or three mesaningful experiences could be

more lasting than a mass of superficial activities.
9
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CHILD-YOUTH Personal growth in the acceptance of self is an intrinsic goal of

PROGRAM

e

the Child-Youth Program, To achisve this goal, guidance and
counseling for individuals and groups should be provided. Op-
portunities should be available for the resolution of personal
and group conflicts as they arise. Today several approaches in
this field are available and specialists representing these might
well be members of the Faculty, The facilities of psychoanalysis,
of non-directive therspy, and of psvehodrama and other pro-
jective techniques could be a vital part of the program of the
Center. Aceceptance of thiz zoal of inner personal growth would
influence the over-all nature of the program. The program
should not be o schedule of unrelated activities., If should pro-
vide basic experiences and ample time for their assimilation. It
should include reflection.

2. The Extension Program

Need: This would meet two needs in the program for inter-
national understandingr. First, it would provide for the continua-
tion of erass-national exporiences for the delegates to the Child-
Vouth Center after they had returned home, Suech continuation
would reinforee the efforts at the Center and thereby permit a
shorter period at the Center, This would allow faster turnover
of child-youlh delegates,

Second, through a program in local schools it could reach mil-
Hons of children and vouth around the world who would never
attend a 3ession ai the Center,

Ame: Seven to 20 years of age would be appropriate for this
program in some cultures. In others, youth would leave school
under the age of 20 and could be reached only through activities
outside of the rerular school program. Possibilities for such
activities could be considered and undertaken as a later step.

Sox: Bolh sexes should he included.

L Number of Chilidven and Youlliz Al ehildeen and youth around

Lhe world shoudd eventually be veached. Actually, many would
remiin outside the peogram beeause of lack of schools and the
moedin of mass copmmuniention. UNESCO already, however, is
considering possibilities for universal literacy and global com-
muonication. The Extension Program could start with the present
facilities and rradually expand toward the goal.
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Length of Program PPeriod: Three months a year might consti- EXTENSION
tute the fength of the intensive program in the loeal schools. PROGRAM

This would permit regional supervision in their own countries
by members of the Faculty of the Child-Youth International
Center who would leave the Center and work in the field for
this length of time. Qutgrowths from this coneentrated nrosram
could be maintained by teachers in loeal schonls throughout the

Vi,

Languape: Translations of sound tracks into several languages
could be made Tor the movies of different countries. This already
has been found satisfactory in movies made by the United
alates Department of State for showing in different eountries.
Translations would also be necessary in radio and press com-
munication, Translation is used in many areas of cross-national
activities all the time, The problems met in this educational
program because of language differences should not be insur-
mountahle,

Faculty: Members would be indigenous to the respective coun-
tries. Supervisors would be drawn from the Faculty of the Child-
Youth International Center, This would contribute to the in-
tegration of the total plan, would be less expenaive than a second
full-time facully, and would give opportunity for four months
in their native countries, three at work on the Extension Pro-
gram and one as annusl vacation.

Program: Experiences in the Extension Program might weall
parallel those at the Cenfer. Content might relate to human
behavior around the world based on the common needs for food,
shelter, health, and recreation, Program should be set up to
meet the requisites of first-hand experience, of emotional and
attitudinal learning, and of learning at early ages and continu-
ously thereafter, The media of radio, movie, and press could be
used as far as facilities permitted, Other forms of communica-

- tion would be available, for example, personal correspondence

From counlry Lo counlry belween individuads and schools, and
cross-nabionnd exhibily o arel, eralts, photography, compositions,
poctt, and boaks, World ootline maps sent from countey to
country for children to add paintings of their own erops might
not lead to important art but might represent one means of
relatively direct eross-national contacts.
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THACHERY

INSTITUTE

3. Teachers' International Institute

The Need: Upon the world's teachers will rest to a large extent
the tael of educating the children and youth for international
understanding, A program of world-wide education should there-
fore provide for the training of teachers for this special task.
A Teachers’ International Institute could be established for this
purpose. Delerates upon reiurn from an Institute course might
hecome candidates for positions as assistants to the rcgiunél
supervisors of the Extension Program. Beyond this, as the
proup of teachers trained for this aspect of education incrensed,
the Mxlension Peogram in the local schools could become more
ellvetive

Number of Delegates: The number should be relutively small at
first and be inereased as fast a5 the Faculty should become ready
to accept them. Perhaps the members should at first be limited
to 10 from each of 10 nations. Until more data are available
this limiting of number of represented countries at any one time

might be desirable. Gradually, from the Research Staff, infor-—

mation would become available regarding the optimal repre-
sentation of differences al any one time. Until such reporis were
available a conservative program could be pursued.

Seleetion of Delegates: Personal applications of those interested
to attend the Imstitute might constitute the initial list from
which progressive selection could be made by education leaders
from the local school distriet, the province, and the nation.
Mambers of the Child-Youth International Center Faculty might
corve on the final Selection Committees of their own countries.
Applicants not accepted for one session might re-apply for sub-
sequent sessions. Expenses should be borne by proper authori-
ties—in part or in whole—to insure that selection would not be
based upon economic status,

Length of Program Period: An Ingtitute term of three menths
woulill permil two seadions 4 year, These could enineide with
the two terms for childsyouth delegntes. A session as short as
hree monthe would permit o faster turnover than would other-
wise he possible,

Longuage: The three official languages of the United Nations,
Chinese, English, and French, might be adopted here. Or, per-
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haps proferably, the group of each session could decide on ity TEACHERS
awn langoage plan, to be worked out with the Faculty languape INSTITUTE
spiecialists, Language study should be made available to dele-

gates.

Faculty: Moembers could eonstitute one of five Divisions of the
General Tacolty. Except for an administrative core they might
gerve on one av more of the other Taculty Divisions. This would
contribute to & close integration of the five parts of the total
plan.

Program: This should provide fivsi-hand contacts with teachers
of other countries., Teachers themselves should meet the frus-
trations arising from barviers to understanding. Within them-
seives, they should experience the process of gradual dominanee
of common goals over differences, For adeguate assimilation of
auch experiences, the facilities of individual and group counsel-
ing should be available to teacher deiczates,

Concomitantly in the Institule program, delepates should en-
gare in croative study under different soecial scientists. Using
the Child-Youth division as a laboratory school, teacher delegates
should progress {vom supervised obszervation o units of prae-
tice teaching, and to an independent experimental piece of work.,
The latter would neecsssarily eover a short time span, Even
though as short & project as supervising three discuasion groups,
or & youth assembly on “Food Habits in Cross-National
Groups,” the chosen problem could stem from personal convie-
tions regarding some basic theoretical question. Given delegates
eaprer to learn and faculty chosen for superiority as teachers,
such studies could lead to creative work by these delegates upon
return to their own countries,

4. Parents' International Institute

Need: An enlightened group of parents, who appreciated the
necd of, and possibilities for, internaiional understanding among
children and youth would be requisite to the success of the
Extension Program, Parent deicgates from different nations
who had lived and studied together at an Imstitute could serve
as a leavening element among parents in their own countries.
Through study groups with feachers and other leaders, parents
gradually could become a contributing force in the Extension
Program.

13



PARENTS
INSTITUTE

Bince parents deeply influence the child generation, it becomes
important to work for their understanding of cross-national ro-
lationships, lxperience indicates that they could be reached
more eflectively through affiliation with the Child-Youth pro-
gram than through an adult-centered program,

Sex: Eilher or both parents should be accepted.

Number of Delegates: As with the other divisions, amall num-
bers should be zecepted af fvst, with the expectation of expan-
sion in aceordance with results obtained. One or both parents
from ten families from each of five countries might he a con-
servative starting peint

Selection of Delegates: Personal application of those interested
and fina! selection by educator-and perent repvesentatives at the
local, provineial, and national levels might be the most satisfac-
tory means of seleetion, Expenses should be paid by proper
authorities to inzure that selection would not be based on ability
to pay., Preference might be riven to those whose children could
be accented as child-youth delegates.

Length of Stay: Three months might be optimal and should
eoincide with the terms lor child-youth and teacher delegates.

Sile: Tho Institute would be loeated at the Child-Youlll Inter-
mekiomal Conlirs Parvents mipht be howsad sepaeitely Trom the
cliliven Lo permit grealer indepondence of response Lo the pro-
renmy, Bl hovaing should permit dadly visits between parvents
and children,

Language: Pavent delegates might adopt one or more languages
to be used oflicinlly, Different solutions o lanpuage barriers
might be adopted by different groups from term to term. TFaculty
specialists hould be available to work with them on adaptations
to langruage difTerences, Language study should be available.

Facully: Members would constitute one of the five divisional
Faculties. Many would serve also in one or more of the other
Divisions. Certain administrators might give full time at the
Parents' Institute. They would be a cross-national group and
represent different social selences.

Program: Parent delegates like the Teacher group should have
the opportunity for daily living with representatives from dif-
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ferent countrics. They should know from personal experience PARENTSY
Uie possibilities for understanding, inherent in erosa-national INSTITUTE

groups. They, like the child-youth group, could participate in
constructing and maintaining the Center. They should work
apart from the child-youth group much of the time for adequate
freedom of both groups, On the sther hand they should fre-
quently participate in joint activities with the children and
youth. Together with facully members, they could set up their
awn waork, study, recreation, and governing program. In these
immadiate tasks they could experience common goals, rights,
veapect, acceptance, and responsibilities

A seeond part of this program would reach heyond the Center
to u consideration of man and his potentialities for peace. They,
like the child-youth group, might study man's needs for food,
shelter, heallh, and veercation. They couid come to some aware-
ness of common needs and common goals around the world, They
could respect differences as man's response to different physical
and humean eonditions.

Parents could have opportunities for individual and group coun-
selling, leadinz to a better acceptance of self as a basis for
accepting others. Individuals and groups could have oppor-
tunily fo refer conflicts as they arose and to work for their
resolubion,

5. International Rescarch Institute

Research should serve two broad funclions:

a. Collection of data as a basis for the wise planning of each
suceessive term of the Child-Youth Program, the Exten-
sion Program, the Teachers’ Institute, and the Parents’
Institute.

b. Interpretation of data for the use of governments or other
agencies or individuals in solution of problems outside the
scope of the Child-Youth plan.

Investirations could inelude:

a, A study of individual and group dynamics in different
cross-national situations, in different ages of children and
vouth, in parents, and teachers, and in reapect to different
cultures. Such investigation would necessarily treat prob-
lems of group tensions, multiple membership, depth of
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RESEARCH attitude change, languapge adaptations, and food adapta-
INSTHUTE i,
b A sludy of difTerent vzes of the mass media of radio, movie,
and press,
Voo Peviodie studies of public opinion, paralleling  different
dbiress of progreess of the Child=Youlh progream ot the Con-
Lo aned in Lhe hame Qoddds,

Hoomieht be highly desirable o have this resenreh program
tegeatid in some way with (hat of the Institute of the Humin
Seiences which is being contemplated by the United Nations.
The Faculty should be international, represent different fields
of soeial and biological seience, and constitute one of the five
divigions of the General Faculty,

C. Leadership

Feasibility of the Child-Youth International Plan depends to an
unusual extent upon the leadership, both because of the hreadth
and the newness of the plan. The Faculty in administration,
teaching, and research should be cross-national. The formula-
tion of policies and program would not be an casy task. Many
long, leisurely, and candid discussions would be required. Faculty
would need to be chosen for their breadth of vision and flexibility
of approach az well as for their special training and experience.
They would have to pather with u strong desire to come to agree-
ment, o desire a0 slronyg that the most diverse approaches and
vilues would be met with cquanimity, The common purpose
and creative thought of the committee members would have to
predominate in the face of difTerences, Indeed, the Faculty should
demonstrate the possibilities for international collaboration
toward which the Child-Youth International Plan is directed.

Lo
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This NEW YORK TIMES,

SUNDAY, MAY 4, 1947,

SCIENCE IN REVIEW

Professors of Psychology Present a Plan to
Promote International Understanding’

What this world needs b4 more ex-
| parience In coeperation, Fider sl.nLr:r:-l

| mon are not usially effeclive coopsrn- |

[ tars, partly hessuse af the natlonaliatle
precaurca b which they nee mihirotad,
| partiy breauss thelr habits of thinking
|ara flxed. Cooperation sught to hegln
| In ehlidhoml,
| Thinking somewhat along thesa lines,
| Tir, Dorla Twitchell-Allen, & wall-known
prychologiat, han pubmitted to.the edu-
eational sectlon of UNESCO a proposal
whleh hus the support of a number of
| university profeasors of peychology,
| Hor plan wis conteived aa she read an
| nrtlels By Dr, Alexander Mellilefohn in
Tus NEW YORK TIMES Magarine of
Aug. 1%, 3M0, =n artlcle in which It
"I.\.'i‘_'l supgested that UNESCG create an

Irtarneticnel Institute whoso - adults
could llve and iearn tegether, Dr.
Twitchell-Allen agread, Bul why just
aduits? Chlldren need ta ba edicated
tes, educnted to think of themaelves
an celonging to one world, of common
poals, righta and responsibilities, and
| te respect differences in national ori-
| gin, color end teliglous bellef, After
much  eopllation Dr. Twitchell-Allen
| farmuintod & conorete plan.

In the Zivst place, thers would be a
Clifld-wouth International Center. Here
plils ong bows from many countries
up te 24 vears of mge would face and
anlve the mroaotical problem of how to
| get slong togeiher. There would be!

iance to {nsure the best in porsonal |
ana, o Aoro thon the UAUAl -

 of atudents {a wanted, The

o delegntes—ten o Lwenty from
arw ane coultry at flret—would learn
fiaw oo dve with others of differsnt
satlannlitles and cultures. Each Gove
sroment would select it own delegates,
with the sid af skilled psychologlsts,
[ pey for sell-education ot the canter,

l Internntional Language |

| A director of Boy Seout international |
jumporesn caays that a common lan~-
ringce Wwonld not be necded. 81l this
commentator suggeats that it is about
time we made oopeclovs and aystematic
| 2f7oTL to teach a satisfoctory interna-
inme] Inngunge, and that Dr. Twitehell-

Allan’s center would lend itaelf well to
|t pultlvation. AL any rate, the ohil-
:'T'- would lenrn how to brepk dows |
|
| Lenguage spacialists would baon hand
| to halp tha childeen as well gz to study
[ @iffizulties that must be overcame,
faculty would be a necessity—-an
| ingernationn] facuity, Exparionce would |

| inclente how long o member should |

. n the bepinning, twoe throe- |
n terme at the center snd che
thy mopth term In the sxtensdon pro-

o o s e e 1Ak

innguage bartiers, a3 they niwnyn do. |

Dy WALDEMAR BAEMPFYERT

Teachers et do most of the edu-
chting in international understanding.
Thin cafls for apecinl trainlny. Hence
Dr, Twitehell-Alen's plan eplls for o
Tenchers” Interpnticnal Tnatitete, The
program providex for the nequisition
of fieat-hand rxperience with teachera
of other countries, In thia way teacher
detegntes would nequaint themaslves
with the frustrations that arise when
thers aroe harriers to understanding,
Tha purpose |8 to insutes the dominance
of comman goals:

Parenty” Institule

Another provision ls & Parents' In-
ternational Institute, Dr, Twilchell-
Allen thinks this iz necedsnry I the
extenslon prageom s to succeed. Par-
ent telegates from differenl nations
wha have lived nnd studled together
at an institute could serve na so much
yeust among patents in their own
countrles, The parents of different na-
tionnlitien would lve together, partici-
pitta In tha construclion of their own
puildings, discuss their national cus-
toma. Conflicts would arige, wherepon
the need of resolving them would be
et

Finally, thers would bo an Interna-
tianal Reseurch Institute. Here plans
would bo formuiated to deal with the
study of group lensiona and the prob-
lems that are presented at different
aqen by children and thelr parents and
toachers.

K v O O

Mra. Eather Brunauer
Walker Johneon Eldg.
Stete Deparument

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear X¥rs. Brunasuer:
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&1 |_-".'-'|~t" Intrﬂrn'lt‘nnn'l l.'"rr.i-r Hb"
glele sud boys frosn many countrles
fup ta 20 wyears of nge would face and
raolve the practleal problem of how to
| pet along  together.  There would be
| guldance to insure the best in personal
reiations. Mnre then the usual ex-
chanpga of students 8 wanted. The
voung delegates—ten to twenty from
any one country at first—would leamn
haw to live with othera of different
natlonrlites and cultures, Each Govs
| ertment woald select 1ts own delegates,
Pwith the nid of skilied psychologiats,
and pay for self-education at the center,

Internnlional Longuage

A director of Boy Scout internationnl
niborocs aays that & common lan-
| mange -wonld not he needad, SHIE this
| eammenaintor suggests that 1t l¢ ahout
| time wo mhde & sarions and svalematle |
erfort to teach n satlsfaciory interna-
tinnel langringe, and that Dr. Twitchell- |
Allgn's eenter would lend itaelf well to | |
itr eultlvption. At amy rate, thz chil-
o would earn how to break down
{ pnge barrlers, es they always do, |
Langunge apeclalists would be on hand !
to help the children as well 88 to study
cgiffleizlliey that must be overcome.

A fneulty wattld be n necesalty--—an

mternational faeulty, Experiencs would
|indicate how long o memher ahould
serve.  In the beginning, twn three-
month toérme at the center end cone
thres-month term in the extension pro-
| 'gram of a homa 2otntry seerm right to
Trr Tawitehaeli=-Allen.

Thoush hulldings of some sort would
ke provided, Dro Twitehebl-
Allen A= a8l for letting the young dete-
eates doridge for themselves what kind
of =heltes, feod, health sorvioey, cerraa-
¢ govermment fhey wont., They
do some Bullding—chielly shelves

it furitaee—end they could peper
amd print, So wilk coaking end recrea-

H All these petivities would ba su-
visod by ereative tenchers: It in the
mmnn experiencs that D Twitchell-
yen coneiders important, and with It
frea dircusglon and veotlng amd the ifi-
culcation of ‘& gemse of community re-
--.-;nun_i;h:lit}r. Gongd tenchers could lemd
the child wad wouth delegates into
purailel congepls at the world lovel,
sha. thirks, Food, ghelter, health ond
ssorenting 4o not sum up sl human
needs, GUb o good start can ke mede
with Lhent,
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| An extenslon progrem ia alne pros
{wlidmd in the plan.  This menana that
atiie o delepatd bas  rotirnsd  honie
prgar Lhe  Jotetwedional oopenler, apal'e

i axniptlanca n PTG

wliennt  inetitution Millions of

y terr in Uie werld epuld thus be
Jule m:.j Thres manths & yeay In the |

pr-’:nr_ ged JAnELR al the lntennlve, 1"-5=l'l|-l|
mrogrorm.  Expariendes A |
sgram would parallal |

AL il NEE R bt 3

v, Redio, tha motion
e printed word would all be |
tn shove how peopls differ and |
gir oooial behevior—-and
wanld alsn be carpaaponc-
snnk  Joeal  nchools rcn..““-]
wbout the x.:,]f.. and crops-national ex- |

fhits of art, crafls, photographn rnd1

Unanl Hewearch Institote. Here plans

would be formulaied to deal with the

study nf group tenslons and ths prab- o
lemas that are presented st different o)
ages by children and their parents and T
teachers, ; KL
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HMrs. Esther Brunauer
Walker Johnson Bldg.
State Department

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mrs. J3runauer:

Dr. Doris Twitehnell-Allen has zdvised me of

the plan sis ls submitting to you for a World V1ills
in which ealldren of the Unlted Natlions might acgul
the attitudes and skllls reguislte tc demoeratic

livying. I wish to record-my wholehearted subpors
of this idea. While some of the detalils might be :
garded as subject to discuasslion, for example the
contemplated period ¢f resldence, tha plan &s a who
impresses me aa one of the most conerete I have her
of looking towasrd the development of internasional
undsratanding and a democratic way of life. Her
general thesls that the avpropriate time to develos
8 requielte attltudes, smotlons and skills in child
hood is gulte correct. In fact, 1T omlzht nol be
190 much to say that the only hope for the Unlited
Nations ie not the present generation of aﬂulﬁs,
but lu g children. I earnestly hope uthat Ir. Twitc
Allen'se 1ldea may receive Trom offlclal socurces the
guprort 1t appears, from the soclal paychological
nolint of view, to demerve.

Sincerely youras,

Dorgld X. Adame
Frofesscr of Psychology

DR s



